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TREAT FOR MESSENGER BOYS

Jolly Entertainment Given Them
By Mra, Robert Garrett.

A lttle befere 3 o'clnak yesterdyy after
noon a number of meskenger bays wera
seen hurrring toward Mount Vernon Place.
When they reached the bome of Mrs. Rob-
ert Garretr, § West Mount Vernon Place,
the majority of the boys took off thplr
eapy, gave thelr locks a Uttle sllcking
down, replaced thelr eaps, gave thelr jack-
ots a few totiches and disappeared down
the basement steps of Mry, Garrett's
house.

The messenger boys of the Eutaw Street,
Richmond Street, Central and Hotel Ren-
nert Distriet Telegraph offices, the farm
hands and thelr familles fruom her coun-
try place, “Uplinds,” were invited to the
Mount Vernon Place house by Mrs. Gar-
rett for their usual Christmas treat. The
entertaluneut which preceded the trent
was held 1o the large hall which runs
through the basement. Bakman Brothers’
Orcbestra was statloned In one corner of
the hall  The messenger hays were seated
fn the hall, the men and women and chil-
dren from “U'plands’™ nnd the house ser-
vants stood or were gented in rooms which
open on the hall.  Mre, Garrett, Mrs. J.
Swann Frick, Mra, Richard Irving, of New
York: Mra. HHolllns MceKhn, Mlss Sldney
Price and Mre. tiarrett’s father, Mr. Wil-
fiam I~ Frick, sat in one «f the roons dur-
ing the cntertninment, then durlng the
treat the ladles as<Isted Mrs, Garrett in
serving the refreshments and In distrib.
uting the gifty

“¥lclln, Ma Honey"” and other ragtime
gongs were played by the orchestra and
were sung by the hoys  The Lowman Sls-
ters, Intely with the Dessey Surprise Com-
pany, sang scveral songs and did some
taney danciog  Johnny Jolins, the come-
dian, tnught the bLboys a new rong about
the “Messenger Doy, He <ang a welrd
tale about *“The little heard that on a
Foung lad grow,” and taught the boys an.
other «ong, My Ann Eliza, She I« a Sur.
prine-a’ Then he suggested a cake-walk,
Two of the-hine.conted hoys—Geonrge Tall-
bot, of the Eutaw street office, and How-
ard Ebnes, of the Richmond <treet ofllce—
took up the suggention. The orchestra
struck up the cake walk tune, the rest of
the bhoys clapped In time to it, and the
dancers did the rest,

Without forgetting for a minute that
they swere little gentlemen, and were the
guests of a lady, the boys enteved inta the
gpirit of the entertalnment with the great.
ent zeat, They gave severaf rousing cheers
for \r4 Garrett, for her secretary, Mr. A,
1 Crane, and for the caretaker of the
Mount Vernon Place house, Mrs. Julla Hol-
ton, whom thev all seemed to know. When
thelr chief, Mr, J. B, Yakle, the general
mwannger of the Ameriecan DMstriet Tele-
graph Company, arrived, somebody snld:
“Three cheers for ‘Jimmy’ Yukle,” and
they were glsen with a will,

After the entertaloment the boys and
the bright-eyed lttle people from *Up-
lands' enjoyed the Christmas tree that had
been trimmed and lighted for them, Then
they marched lnto the servants’ dining
hail, where there wns a blg table loaded
down with cakes, candles, nuts, fces and
other things enjoyed by the small boy.
The messcugers were servad first by their ‘
hostess and her friends, and after the boys |
had done full justice to the treat, the
“Uplands’” people were served.

The distributlon of toys to the Ifttle
people and of candy canes, tin horns and
of envelopes, each of which contatned 2
pteca of money, to the messengers, closed
the treat. The boys expressed thelr thnnks
to Mrs, Garrett very politely before leav-
Ing the bouse, but that didm’t satlsfy
them. They crowded together In o big
bunch in the middle of the street in front
of the house and blew long blasts upon
tbeir tin horns. They cheered agaln and
agaln for Mrs. Garrett. Then the lenders
waved their candy canes and the different
gangs dlsentangled themselves from the
bunch, and each gang marched In good
order toward its otiice.
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