ESB Literary Society
Their Eyes were Watching God
In 1937, Richard Wright reviewed Their Eyes Were Watching God and wrote: “The sensory sweep of her novel carries no theme, no message, no thought. In the main, her novel is not addressed to the Negro, but to a white audience whose chauvinistic tastes she knows how to satisfy.” In particular, Wright objected to the novel’s discussion of race and use of black dialect. Why might Wright have objected to Their Eyes Were Watching God? Do you agree or disagree with Wright’s interpretation of the novel?
Discuss the narrative style in the novel. How does Hurston use the vernacular? Why? Did you find it effective? Why or why not?
There are quite a few metaphors that run throughout the book. (Flower, mule, horizon.) Why do you think Hurston employed this devise so often?

What does the title mean?

In Janie's journey, she marries three, very different, men. Describe those relationships, and what Janie discovers about herself in each of them.

Why does Hurston include the story of the mule? 

What do the porch sitters contribute to the novel?

What is the author trying to say with the character of Mrs.Turner?

Eatonville, Florida, the setting of the novel, is an actual town located five miles north of Orlando. It is the oldest surviving incorporated municipality in the United States. Of the more than 100 black towns founded between 1865-1900, fewer than 12 remain, one of which is Eatonville. Did you know about these towns? If not, did it surprise you?
