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In the 195Cs a newspaper columnist declared Mount Vemon Place the geographic, cultural and

spiritual center of Baltimore. While this may be a bit of an exageeration, Mount Vernon Place is
undoubredly Baltimore’s cultural center, and the Washington Monument has become a symbol
for the Ciry. Its buildings are emblematic of the 19th Cenrury history of the City and the nation.
Between 1829, when the Washington Monument was completed, and 1926, when Peabody
Institute’s Leakin Hall was built, examples of every popular or passing architecrural style were
built in Mount Vernon Place.




The Washington Monument
Early 19th Century: 1815-1830

Mount Vernon Place’s history begins with carly Baltimore’s most distinguished citizen,
Revolutionary War hero Colonel John Eager Howard. Described by one historian as a
“valiant soldier of the Revolution, Governor of

Maryland, State Senator, wealthy and public-spir-
ited [andholder...,” Howard owned a huge estate
known as Belvedere. His home, built berween
1786 and 1792, stood at what is now the intersec-
tion of Chase and Calvert Streets, surrounded by
spreading lawns, cultivated fields and dense woods. -
Take yourself back two centuries and imagine
Mount Vernon Place as a wooded hillside on the
edge of a plantation—the countryside north of
Baltimore City.

Mount Vernon Place, as we know it today, began EEIN e e T e el
with a radical idea. In 1809, local merchans raised 8 ledr ‘S't ‘,lfpwri(.{, - ??M
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